
Site Council 

May 9, 2019 

Meeting Notes 
 

 Garden Update 

o Mr. Beickel showed the progression of the garden from concept to current day.  There was very little 

variation from concept to the final product.   

 Coach Ross asked if there were plans to beautify the garden by possibly added granite rocks. 

 Ms. Ronalds suggested pavers or all rock.  

 Mr. Beickel mentioned that kindergarten was thinking of kindness rocks.  Students could create 

a kindness rock and add it to the garden as part of their character lesson. 

 He also mentioned the possibility of adding a mural, vines or a banner. 

o Looking at the current day picture, it was pointed out how each grade level tied the growth of the plants 

to their grade level plots. Including making connections to the summit in May.  

 Teacher Update 

o Since our last meeting, we have had some staff changes.  Bridges will have three new teachers next 

school year. One of the new hires is from Michigan and will teach third grade.  She is currently a 

principal at her current school and is in the process of moving to Arizona.  

 6th Grade Clap Out 

o Sixth grade students and staff will spend the last day of school celebrating all of the accomplishments of 

the school year. 

 The day will start with a talent show, followed by a video showcasing every student and events 

throughout the year. Students will then be given time to sign yearbooks and eat pizza for lunch.  

We plan to continue with our tradition of dismissing the sixth graders with a school-wide clap 

out.   

o Mr. Beickel showed the map of where all the students in the school will line up around the back field by 

grade level to clap.  Kindergarten will be the first group that the sixth graders pass, so they will be able 

to leave in time for parent pick up.  The sixth graders pass each grade level and finish by the office 

where parents will be lined up. 

 Improve Our World Summit 

o Improve Our World Summit was our school’s fourth quarter Future Focus Friday event. It was held on 

Friday, May 3rd. 

o Mr. Beickel explained how the district had challenged teachers to spur on positive change and growth in 

our world through the use of project-based learning.   

 As a result, real-world problems and issues have been addressed in a way that encouraged 

meaningful learning connections and the growth of our students’ capacity to make an impact on 

the world around them. This was a yearlong process resulting in having students successfully 

create ways to reduce food waste, spread kindness, keep animal habitats trash free and 

eliminate loneliness on the playground.  

 Kindergarteners designed buddy benches using our 3D printer.  The bench will be placed on the 

playground.  If a student is feeling lonely or sad, they can sit on the bench and other students 

will see they need a “buddy”.  This will help improve compassion and kindness. Sixth graders 

wanted to help alleviate hunger. Students collected leftovers from the cafeteria to use in order 

to create compost for the school garden.  The garden can then be used to grow food.   

 Ms. Ashton described the process first grade students studied the effects of trash in our 

community.  She then showed a one of the videos the students produced.  Students wrote cause 

and effect from the prospective of an animal and created an animated video.    



o Visitors from the district came and took video of the different projects.  All of the videos from each of 

the schools will be shown at the next school board meeting.  At the meeting, they will also announce the 

winner of the challenge and will award the $5000.  Although it is a good incentive, it is not the main 

goal.  

 CSO Buddy Projects 

o Chief Science Officers need to complete an action plan as part of the program.  This year they came up 

buddy projects.  CSOs created videos showing how to complete each experiments for the older students 

to watch. Then student in the older grades paired up with younger students to teach them the science 

experiment.  

 Professional Development Next Year 

o Mr. Beickel explained the concept for professional development.  Since Bridges has such instructionally 

sound teachers, it is difficult finding professional development that would benefit everyone. This 

summer will be spent collecting resources.  Staff will then be able to use these resources to collaborate 

with other teachers working on the same area or connecting with mentors.  This philosophy will help 

build organic connections. 

 


